
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Longhorn Cattle Society Annual Genera l Meeting 
Held at Carreg Cennen Castle Llandeilo, SA19 6UA on Saturday 15 October 2016 

commencing at 2.00pm 
 
 

Present were:  Mr D Blockley (Chairman) 
  Ms D Dann (Secretary) 
  Dr P Cleland (President) 
 
74 members and guests were present: 
Mr R Adams, Mr P Ashcroft, Mrs S Ashcroft, Mr M Barden, Mr B Bellew, Mrs A Blockley, Mr J Brewer, Mr Joshua 
Brigg, Mr N Brownbridge, Mrs T Brownbridge, Mrs L Cleland, Mr P Close, Mrs A Close, Mrs S Coleman, Mr B Facon, 
Mr M Gigg, Mr A Goodman, Mrs R Goodman, Mr P Grabham, Mrs J Grabham, Mr T Gurton, Mrs S Gurton, Mr P 
Guest, Mr G Hallifield, Mrs E Hallifield, Mr J Harrison, Ms R Heard, Mrs V Hopkinson, Mr D Horne, Mr M Horne, Miss 
M Hustinx, Mrs L Kett, Mr I Kett, Mr A Knight, Hon Mrs A Laing, Mr A Laing, Mr B Llewellyn, Mrs M Madders, Mr R 
Marris, Mrs J Mills, Mr T Mills, Mr M Painter, Mrs H Painter, Mrs S Pope, Mr M Pope, Mrs R Poulson, Mr R Poulson, 
Mr D Preece, Mrs C Preece, Mr M Preece, Mrs W Preece, Master D Preece, Mrs Y Smith, Mr M Smith, Mr J Stanley, 
Mrs P Stanley, Mr F Sutton, Mr M Thomas, Mrs G Thomas, Mr G Towers, Mr D Vaughan, Mrs S Vaughan, Mrs E 
Vice, Mr G Walker, Mr D Walker, Mr R Warner, Mr M Wheeler, Mrs B Wheeler, Mr P Wild, Mr D Wild, Miss C Wild, 
Mrs V Wild, Mr A Williams, Mrs J Woollatt, Mr G Woollatt, Mrs S Zentis 
 
1. Apologies for absence  
Apologies were received from: 
Master H Blockley, Mr S Clausen, Mr R Close, Miss J Hotchkiss, Mr S Hollier, Mrs A Hollier, Mr D Howden, Mr D 
Lawrence, Mr  Lawrence, Mr M O’Brien, Mr G Redfern, Mr C Roads, Mr Joe Stanley, Mrs L Sutton, Mr B Sutton, Mr R 
Vaughan, Mr J Warner 
 
2. Minutes of last AGM and matters arising  
The Minutes of the 2015 AGM had been previously circulated and it was proposed by Mr J Harrison and seconded by 
Mr J Llewellyn that they were signed as a true and correct record.  There were no matters arising. 
 
3. Chairman’s Report  
The Chairman spoke to his report. 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to our European breeders Joe & Sabine Zentis and Ludger Bremehr and his 
family, it is good to know that our Longhorn breeders are dedicated in making this trip every year. 
Thank you to members who put their cattle into the Society sales and showed their animals at shows this year. 
The Society held its first technical workshop in the spring, with topics such as feeding, foot trimming, disbudding, 
embryo transfer and general management and welfare covered during the day.  It is hoped the format can be 
repeated in future years.  Thanks to Richard Bartle for his time, along with the other contributors. 
We had a stand at Beef Expo at Bakewell this year, many thanks to Tom Mills and Mike and Yvonne Smith for 
providing cattle for the stand. 
This year’s National Show was at the Royal Three Counties Show and despite the imposition of last minute DEFRA 
TB regulations we had an excellent turnout of very good cattle ably judged by Richard Bartle,  Congratulations to 
Rachael Heard and George and Jackie Woollatt who took the honours. 
Our summer visit this year was to Buckinghamshire to see the relatively new Pointer herd.  We had an excellent visit 
with a tour of the cattle as well as the flower and vegetable gardens, pig and sheep enterprises and then the butchers 
shop and finally lunch at the Pointer pub where we enjoyed a lunch of Longhorn beef.  The Society’s thanks go to 
David and Fiona Howden, their stockman Jamie Brewer and the rest of the Pointer team who looked after us during 
the day. 
You have been introduced to the Society’s type classification scheme which Council hope will have a very positive 
impact on the breed.  Judging by how the Beef Shorthorn scheme has been embraced there is no reason why the 
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Longhorn Scheme should be any different.  Many thanks go to Bertie Facon for allowing Council to have a day on his 
farm with Meurig James, the head classifier to set up the parameters for the scheme. 
After the formal AGM business we will have a presentation on the Society’s new trademarked logo and certified 
Longhorn Beef Scheme proposal which Council hope will give Longhorn beef a higher profile and more credibility. 
The Regional Groups have been busy this year with herd visits and herd competitions; the Society’s thanks go to the 
organisers of and participants in these local events 
Grateful thanks go to my fellow Council members for their valued support over the last year, and thanks to Debbie our 
Secretary for her hard work. 
  
 
4. Financial Report  
The Secretary presented the accounts and the financial report: 

The Longhorn Cattle Society had another year of controlled expenditure.  Activity on the herdbook was 
slightly down with 200 less females being registered in this financial year compared to the previous 
year. 
Herdbook activity for the financial year was 1286 females registered, 1004 animals birth notified, 84 
males registered and 1769 transfers.  Excluding deaths, a total of 4156 individual transactions took 
place in order to maintain an accurate registry.   
As a membership based organisation the Society’s main income streams remained subscriptions, 
registrations and transfers.   
Secretarial salary and social security costs were the Society’s largest single outgoing.  A salary review 
takes place in July each year. 
The Journal was produced in the financial year, increasing turnover via advertising but also increasing 
printing costs. 
The Longhorn Cattle Society is a Charity and the Trustees of the Society are entrusted with the role of 
ensuring the monies held are well managed and that there is a prudent reserve, and then ensure that funds 
are used to carry out the principal objectives of the Society.  It is Council policy to ensure that the routine 
running costs of the Society are self-funding and that the Society has reserves roughly equivalent to a year’s 
annual expenditure.  A budget of £101910 has been approved by Council.  

 
 
Mr B Llewellyn stated that the registration fees should be noted as the Society is dependent on its registration income. 
 
The Secretary asked for a proposer and seconder to approve of the accounts.  John Harrison proposed and Ian Kett 
seconded that the Accounts be approved.  All agreed 
 
5. Election of Trustees  
Five spaces had been available for Council and six valid nominations had been received.  A postal ballot had been held and 
Mr B Facon, Mr B Llewellyn, Mr T Mills, Mr S Wright, and Mrs S Zentis were duly elected to Council.  The Chairman thanked 
Charles Sutcliffe for his time on Council. 
 
 
8. Any other business  
Disbudded cattle in the show ring 
Further to a letter being circulated from Mrs A Blockley at the AGM, Mrs Blockley raised the matter of allowing disbudded 
cattle into the show ring, which is currently against Society regulations.   
P Close stated that most other breeds have a commercial outlet.  Longhorns serve three useful purposes – purebred, 
‘garden furniture’ (a market ignored at the Society’s peril) and the market for purebred Longhorn females with crossbred 
calves at foot.  The Society is currently concentrating on income from a limited Herdbook.  If disbudded cattle are allowed to 
be shown it limits the people that would buy cattle for their looks. 
Mrs Blockley stated it would be personal choice – if a member wishes to disbud their cattle they should not be prejudiced 
against.   
Mr Joshua Brigg questioned what the statement ‘without prejudice’ in the letter meant. 
Mr B Llewellyn stated that cattle with horns ‘meet you more pleasantly’ when being judged. 
Mr S Wright stated that end of life must also be taken into consideration as many abattoirs could not take animals with 
horns, leading to welfare issues. 
Mr M Painter stated that aesthetics within the breed are important but members can decide if they wish to take the horns off. 
Mr P Close stated that disbudded Longhorns could be shown in Any Other Breed classes. 
Mr F Sutton stated that he has polled Longhorns but does not register them. 
Mr P Guest stated that the Hereford Society has two National Shows – one for horned cattle and one for polled. 
 
Certified Longhorn Beef 
Mr John Brigg stated that 15 months prior to the AGM the Society had commissioned and published a way forward 
document promoting Longhorn beef to the industry.  He stated that Dexter beef had a certification scheme as questioned 
whether Council had pursued the matter further. 
The Chairman stated that Mr D McVeigh would be doing a presentation on Certified Longhorn Beef after the AGM. 
 
 
Certified Longhorn Beef presentation 
Council member David McVeigh and his daughter Emily gave the AGM a presentation on the proposal for a Certified 
Longhorn Beef Scheme. 



Members responded to the presentation. 
Mr S Wright – who is going to police the quality of the beef.  Education of members is important to get good quality and 
therefore a premium 
DMcV – There would have to be a complex set of rules put together.  
Mrs P Stanley – thanked Mr McVeigh and his daughter for an excellent presentation and hoped that people would take on 
board what was trying to be achieved. 
Mr J Brigg was concerned that there must be some form of control to ensure integrity 
Mr P Close suggested dismantling the bull registration scheme and having a registration fee of £20 for bulls to go onto the 
beef scheme.  The scheme would add value to breeding animals as well due to the uptake and need for finishing animals. 
Mr P Grabham – thought the scheme was an excellent idea for smaller producers. 
Mr J Brigg stated that there was a need to get the cattle dealers on board – for example a lot of store cattle go through 
Worcester Market. 
 
 
Awards 
 
Maydencroft Perpetual Trophy – Bull of the Year 
The Secretary reported that there had been 29 registered bulls shown during the year.  In joint third place with 13 points 
was Gupworthy Onzlo from Mr & Mr G Woollatt and Rhyfel Pluto from Mr TA Williams, in second place with 19 points was 
Dunstall Prophet from Mrs EM Hallifield.  In first place with 21 points was Carreg Pinocio from Mr & Mrs B&M Llewellyn.  
The Maydencroft Trophy was presented to Bernard Llewellyn by Society president Dr P Cleland 
 
Leebarn Perpetual Trophy – Cow of the Year 
The Secretary reported that there had been 27 cows shown this year.  In third place with nine points was Dunstall Myleen, 
in equal third with 10 points was Carreg Lucretia from Mr & Mrs B&M Llewellyn and Tetford Twinkle from Mr & Mrs CTD 
Sutcliffe and Newton Xtra Tipsy from Mr D Walker.  In first place with 13 points was Treverton Kitkat from Ms R Heard.  The 
Leebarn Perpetual Trophy was presented by the President to Rachael Heard 
 
Lesley Hutton Perpetual Trophy 
A new award for 2016, kindly donated by Mrs Lesley Hutton for the heifer gaining the most points during the show season 
The Secretary reported that there had been 77 heifers show this year.  In third place with 30 points was Gupworthy Pippcott 
from Mr & Mrs G Woollatt, 2nd place with 43 points was Carreg Plum from Mr & Mrs B&M Llewellyn.  In first place with 44 
points was Dunstall Peony from Mrs EM Hallifield.  The Lesley Hutton Perpetual Trophy was presented to Eileen Hallifield 
by the Society President Dr P Cleland. 
 
Paul Luckett Memorial Trophy 
The Secretary reported that three members had shown Longhorn cattle in their own right for the first time in 2016. In third 
place was Matt & Charlie Wood, in 2nd place was Bev and Mark Wheeler and in first place was Bertie Facon.  The Trophy 
was presented by the President to Mr Facon 
 
Frank Sutton Young Handlers Competition 
The Secretary reported that six Junior members had taken part in stockjudging competitions this year.  In third place was 
Rhiannydd Davies, in second place was William Llewellyn Thomas and in first place was Alice Glover.  Alicel was to be 
presented with the Trophy at the Mid West Breeders’ lunch. 
 
A presentation was also made to David Blockley from the other members of Council, thanking him for his time on Council 
and tireless work for the Society. 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman thanked everyone for coming and closed the AGM.    
 





Showing Hornless Longhorns 

40 years ago a Longhorn bull arrived at Fishwick to use on Welsh Blacks and Lincoln Reds to breed 

thriftier, longer, easy calving suckler cows to put to the Charolais bull. It was hugely successful and 

the cross heifers were able to calve down to Charolais and Belgian Blue bulls at just over 2 years of 

age. At that time there were only 150 cows in the Longhorn breed and like many others over the 

years we were tempted to have some of them! We bought 5 heifers at £200 a head - unseen. 

Again, like many others we became committed to the breed and dabbled in the show ring. By 1995 

Fishwick had won 11 Royal Show Female Championships and 6 Reserve Female Championships. We 

must never forget that it was the show ring, together with its appearance and docility, that put the 

Longhorn breed where it is today, now sporting in excess of 10,000 breeding females. 

Last year at the AGM it was reported that registration numbers were dropping off and it was 

resolved to promote the eating qualities of the breed through a beef marketing scheme based on 

trade-marking our product and encouraging the registration of all calves. I still have reservations 

about this - especially when we have spent the last 40 years telling breeders only to register their 

better calves. There has since been an uplift in registrations but not enough to bring a serious rise in 

Society income. When breeders see any cattle not in the "top flight" being sold at Society Sales at a 

considerable discount to commercial values they are not inclined to register more. Those finishers 

selling excellent Longhorn Beef at a premium price are actually able to source their replacements at 

a discount. We need to address this problem and take the bull by the horns, so to speak! 

What has showing and absence of horns got to do with all of this? Horns are part of the attraction of 

the Longhorn for many and we ignore this aspect of the market at our peril. There is no greater sight 

than a park full of Longhorn cows and their calves. But ... we are no longer a rare breed. I can't even 

think of the number of times commercial cattlemen have said to me they'd use them if it wasn't for 

the horns. This is crazy! They dehorn Charolais, Limousins, Belgian Blues, Welsh Blacks and any other 

native breeds not already polled. So why not Longhorns. There is somehow a mental block regarding 

taking the horns off a Longhorn. If we are going to reach out into the commercial market we have to 

at least show the potential buyers that they can have a Longhorn without its horns. I believe that 

hornless longhorns competing alongside their horned colleagues at local shows would have a 

colossal impact. 

Over the last 2 decades of the 20th century and the first decade of this one we saw an ever-

expanding number of shows providing for Longhorn classes. At the same time the family of 

showmen and show-women blossomed. However since the Global Financial Crisis of 2008 the 

ongoing recession has seen show entries  decline, fewer new young breeders and several shows 

losing or near to losing their Longhorn classes. 

We need to promote the Longhorn on all fronts; not just as a pure breed for all its undoubted 

qualities but also both as a crossing sire to produce easy calving, docile, thrifty suckler cows as we 

set out to do 40 years ago but also as a purebred that can do all of that when put to any breed of 

bull. The show ring is still our best shop window but at the moment we are not catering for all our 

potential customers. With 10,000 breeding females turning out up to 5,000 heifers and perhaps 200 

top quality bulls a year we need to be looking at every aspect of our market. There's a huge number 

of commercial farmers out there who would benefit from Longhorn blood in their breeding herd. 



Piercebridge Farm Co. Durham 
 
I am a new breeder, having been in the breed for four years. I started with four heifers purchased 
from Raby & now have 30 registered females and a further 12 I run commercially. I love the breed & 
am hugely passionate about them as you can see from my investment in them. I am young breeder 
& have a young family also. I am a commercial farmer & I am keeping them for the production of 
meat for our shop but also to breed cross bred stores. I rent all of my land, a lot of which I receive no 
subsidy on so I must make a profit & farm stock in as efficient a manner as possible. As well as the 
Longhorn cattle I have ten Aberdeen Angus cows (bulled with a Longhorn bull)  which I take through 
to finishing, I run 1200 ewes, fatten 2500 outdoor pigs & have 3000 free range layers. We market a 
lot of the beef we produce through our farm shop. Hence the reason we have originally chosen 
Longhorn cattle, they calve with exceptional ease, flourish off a forage only diet, cows have 
exceptional longevity, they are easy to manage, cross brilliantly & produce superb beef. 
 
However the horns are really unsuitable in a commercial system. They bully with them, the only 
losses I have incurred are as the result of the horns - abortion & injury. The horns reduce your indoor 
stocking density & create less calm cattle. Not to mention the increased danger to stockmen etc. My 
commercial Longhorns I have dehorned with cheese wire, & the transformation has been quite 
remarkable, they have become much more placid as there is less hierarchy & bullying, as well as 
them attracting more interest from local commercial farmers. I have taken the difficult decision to 
disbud all of my calves as well as dehorning the cows mentioned above. 
 
I am mad about the breed & am a huge supporter and promoter, I am exceptionally busy but I do 
enjoy showing & want to partake in more shows however my disbudding policy is against the society 
rules for showing cattle. I think an alteration of the rules to allow disbudded cattle to be shown 
alongside horned cattle can only benefit the breed further & open it up to a wider audience, with no 
detrimental effect to breeders keeping the breed for their appearance. I have spoken with a number 
of people who have gone out of Longhorns or not gone into Longhorns due to the horns. One friend 
was a big loss to the breed as he went into Beef Shorthorns instead & has invested heavily recently 
buying the top priced bull & heifer sold at Carlisle, £15000 & £6500 respectively. All of the people 
when questioned why they didn’t disbud them instead of going into another breed said it seemed a 
shame… I think it’s a greater shame to see fantastic stockmen keen to invest, choose an alternative 
breed. 
 
It is my belief & a belief shared by other breeders I have discussed this with that the showing of non 
horned Longhorns will only seek to broaden the attraction of the breed & further its membership. It 
seems a tragic shame that tremendous well turned out cows & heifers are making very poor prices 
at the sales. This is purely down to the fact that there are no commercial buyers present due to their 
horns, which is a shame as we all know they are fantastic suckler cows. Horns do devalue cattle. 
For the above reasons I have decided to disbud all of my calves but also due to being warned by my 
local abattoir that they will not kill any more of my cattle if I bring them with horns. I am sure this is 
true of many abattoirs resulting in much poorer geld cow prices compared with other comparable 
geld cows without horns.  
 
I don’t want to come across as though I am wishing to force a change on a very well regarded and 
established Breed Society. My aim is only to benefit the breed & widen its appeal so I can see better 
returns on my investment & the investment of others. I still think disbudded will always remain a 
minority within the breed but I would love to have the option to show my best cattle & support my 
local shows.  I therefore second Peter Close’s proposal. 
 
Harry Hodgson  - Harold Longhorns 




