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Longhorn

An iconic breed proving its versatility
and potential in the 21st Gentury

From the very earliest records of British agriculture there has been a race of cattle set
apart from most other breeds by the great length of their horns. The Longhorn, as they
became known, were predominant in medieval times over a large area of the Midland
counties and Northern England. Their origin is shrouded in mystery, but the Craven
district of Yorkshire, northern Lancashire, Cumberland, Westmorland, Staffordshire,
Derbyshire & Leicestershire hold the honour of being linked to this grand old breed.

he Midlands must, however, be given
full credit for the great improvement
that was affected in the Longhorn,
and certainly held the reputation as
the stronghold of the breed. Here it was
to be transformed from a multi- tasking
role of milk, meat & draught to one whose
primary function was beef, It was improved
and designated as our first British beef
breed by that great high priest of livestock
breeding Robert Bakewell (1725-1795). It

was Bakewell’s aim to feed the masses who
had left the rural areas and moved into the
towns and cities in pursuit of work during
the Industrial revolution. In the very early
days of the breed, cheese and butter making
was the main occupation of farmers, and

in this capacity the Longhorn at that point
had no equal. It is well recognised as one
of the purest of native breeds having been
improved without the influence of any other
breeds.

The Longhorn have a quiet temperament
which makes them an ideal beef animal not
prone to stress, ensuring that meat quality
is of the highest specification. They make
an excellent cross for dairy cattle due to
ease of calving and vigorous offspring. The
strong maternal instincts, milking qualities,
wide pelvic structure for easy calving and
longevity also make longhorns the ideal
suckler cow.

The Longhorn is a particularly hardy breed, with a very
robust constitution, and will thrive well in most situations.
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The Longhorn breed is extremely versatile
and can thrive in a number of varied farming
systems for different markets. This diversity
is reflected by the society members with a
real mix of commercial farmers, pedigree
breeders, those selling and marketing meat
directly through farm shops and butchers
and part-time farmers. Society Chairman
Tom Mills of the Wheatlands herd is looking
to maximise all the great traits of the breed
within his own herd to build a profitable
business centred around the Longhorn. The
Mills family are tenants of the Chatsworth
Estate, near Bakewell, Derbyshire and Tom
wanted a breed that would stand out from
the crowd. Initially the herd was set up as a
hobby in 2006 to manage alongside Tom's
day job as a Civil Engineer but quickly grew
into a commercially viable herd operating
separately from the farm’s existing herd of
commercial cattle.

15 years in and the *hobby’ has grown

to nearly 140 cattle! Tom was always
interested in selling premium beef directly
to the public and the Longhorns are ideal for
this. The fantastic mothering ability of the
cows, their ability to lay down intramuscular
fat, combined with their unique look

gives them a great point of interest for

local customers. Tom now has a popular
local beef box scheme and often supplies
local pubs with Longhorn beef. Cattle are
finished at around 26-28 months, aiming
for a R4L 380kg carcass. All male calves
deemed not suitable to retain for breeding
are castrated and disbudded at birth. These
steers will then go on to have three seasons
out at grass only receiving additional
concentrate feed during their first winter of
housing and then depending on the time of
year and quality of grass additional feeding
in their last three months prior to slaughter
to ensure a consistent and good level of
finish. The majority of females have in the
past been retained to grow the breeding
herd but Tom hopes to expand the breeding
sales aspect of the business marketing to
both pedigree and commercial breeders.

The Longhorn Cattle Society adopted
Type Classification in 2017 and starting
classifying bulls in 2018. ‘Type
classification is a great tool for Longhorn
Cattle Society members to use as part of
their herd management planning. For
breeders like myself, who work off-farm
and don’t have the time or the facilities
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to weigh cattle for formal performance
recording schemes, an annual visit from the
Classifier is an ideal way of having cattle
independently assessed. It really helps with
deciding which cows to breed to which bull
to bring out the best in both sides of the
pedigree’, says Tom.

A genuinely easy-calving breed, the
Longhorn has been identified by the
Buitelaar Group as being a breed with great
commercial potential which they are keen
to promote as part of their integrated supply
chain. They are currently sourcing Longhorn
bulls to go into dairy herds as part of their
Longhorn Heritage Beef scheme. Tom sold
a young bull to a local dairy farmer last year
and has had a number of the Longhorn x
Holstein Friesian calves back for rearing
on. The dairy farmers using Longhorns are
reporting that cows and heifers are calving
unaided, with vigorous calves that are keen
to get up and suck. Finishers are happy
with the growth rates they are getting from
the Longhorns, with liveweight gain rates
matching and exceeding other native sired
calves.

Always a favourite with the public the
Longhorns are always well supported in the
show ring with strong classes at many local
and regional shows. This hard work over
many years in the show ring has yielded
some great success particularly in the last
few years where they are providing strong
competition in interbreed competition. The
most recent success being the Staffordshire
County Shown where Melbourne Park Fizz,
a four year old cow bred by Ben and Tori
Stanley from Melbourne, Derbyshire won the
Supreme Interbreed Beef Championship.
The English Winter Fair at Bingley Hall

is also well supported by Longhorn Cattle
Society members who enjoy showing their
primestock. There is always a lot of interest
in the breed at the event, regular buyers
are usually farm shops and independent
butchers who value the exemplary texture
and flavour of Longhorn beef.

The Longhorn is a great,
diverse breed and with
its ability to produce the
highest quality beef from
grass based systems is
ideally placed to thrive as
the focus in the farming
industry moves to reward
more sustainable farming
systems.
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