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UNDERSTANDING TYPE 
CLASSIFICATION 
Some members are already using Type Classification as an integral 
management tool for their breeding decisions, but for those members 
who are perhaps new to the merits of it,  or are thinking about classifying 
their herd for the first time, here’s a run-down of what it involves.  

Type Classification is a clear, understandable 
method for numerically scoring cattle using an 
independent system, run by trained assessors from 
the National Bovine Data Centre (NBDC).

Classification scoring allows a breeder to gain 
a better understanding of individual strengths 
and weaknesses in a herd with the option then 
of positively encouraging or discouraging 
characteristics through selective breeding. This 
in turn allows breeders to not only improve the 
quality of cattle in a herd, but also the national 
Longhorn herd.

Cattle are assessed on 14 different linear traits 
(describing the degree of a trait rather than an 
opinion) which comprise of four categories known 
as composite traits. These traits result in a final 
score from poor to excellent. Once an animal has 
been classified their score cannot be downgraded 
and can only remain or improve on future visits.

Procedure for Classification:
Members must notify the Society of their wish to 
classify. At this point, information on the herd will be 
passed to the NBDC in order to allow them to produce 
the type classification report at the end of their visit. 

Bulls should be a minimum of 18 months old before 
being classified and females should be in milk.

All first calved heifers are put forward for 
classification with older animals being presented 
at the discretion of the owner, however the Society 
recommends that all eligible females are presented 
in the first instance. The age of an animal will be 
taken in to consideration by the classifier.

Animals can be re-presented on later visits, but 
scores can only go up, they cannot go down.

The final score of an animal appears on their pedigree 
with composite and linear scores available online.

Final scores points ranges

Excellent (EX) 100-90

Very Good (VG) 89-85

Good Plus (GP) 84-80

Good (G) 79-75

Fair (F) 74-70

Poor (P) <70

Maximum final scores across age ranges – animals can make the following maximum scores in age 
ranges, bearing in mind they can be re-presented on following inspections and scores cannot downgrade.

Females Males

Heifers 89 18-24 months 89

2nd calvers 89 24+ months 97

3rd calvers 93

4th calvers 95

5th calvers 97
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Ewan Mackintosh of Little Oakley Longhorns made the 
decision to classify his own herd having worked within the 
dairy industry as a nutritionist where he saw classification 
as common practice among his client’s herds.

During the early years of herd establishment, Ewan 
retained the majority of his homebred females in order 
to grow numbers. “In more recent times we have culled 
harder and sold some heifers because we were able to 
be more selectiv. So I saw the chance to classify as an 
opportunity to help confirm whether our breeding and 
culling policies had been successful,” explains Ewan.

“A call was made to Society secretary and an NBDC 
classifier met me on farm in Northamptonshire. Once 
on site I realised the process could potentially become 
difficult as my cows are not used to a high level of 
human contact, but the classifier was so relaxed and 
calm that within a few minutes we were able to get down 
to business,” he adds.

The process of that first scoring visit was finalised within 
an hour, ably assisted by the small handheld machine 
the classifier uses to record scores.

“I would strongly recommend breeders take advantage 
of the availability of the classifying service. The process 
focusses your eye on your herd and allows clear and 
concise breeding decisions to be made,” concludes Ewan.

Type Classification

Case study – Little Oakley Longhorns

The Society regularly updates a full list of 
cattle that have been classified. To keep up to 
date go to the Society’s website and head for 
“Knowledge Base” then “Type Classification”. 
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