Entries needed for Beef Expo 2009 show competitions.
Two major beef cattle shows and a cattle presentation competition for youngsters will be new features of this year’s NBA national beef event, Beef Expo 2009, to be held at the Three Counties Showground, Malvern, Worcestershire, on Thursday, May 21, 2009.

The National Spring Spectacular Show will be open to both Continental and native breed pure and cross-bred steers and heifers with a total prize pool of £4,700. 

Championship awards, sponsored by Caltech, will include a top prize of £500 for the champion and £250 for the reserve and £200 each for the baby beef, steer, heifer and exhibitor-bred championships. 

In addition, class prizes of £100, £50, £25 and £25 will be awarded for the first four placings in each class (£110, £60, £35, £25, £25 and £20 for the first six placings if eight or more are in the class). The champion, if home-bred, stands to pick up £1,000 in championship and class prize-money.

The show of pedigree calves, designed to demonstrate the top genetics in the national beef breeding herd, will offer separate classes for native breed and Continental bull and heifer calves. Cash prizes will include £100 for the champion and £50 for reserve, £50 each for the Continental and native breed champions and £25 for the reserves, and class prizes of £40, £30, £20 and £10 for the first four places. Total prize money for the supreme champion calf works out at £190.

The cattle presentation competition, open to youngsters aged 14 – 20 years of age, will be based on points gained for cattle dressing ability, showmanship skills and general knowledge of cattle husbandry.  So come on, sons and daughters, and halter your favourite animal.
These new events are being held in conjunction with the Commercial Show Cattle Society and the Three Counties Agricultural Society and organised by a joint committee under the chairmanship of Clive Davies.

Judge of the Spectacular will be leading Anglesey beef farmer and showman, Arfon Jones, Ty Calch, Paradwys, Bodorgan, Anglesey, a former winner of the championship and a former judge at the Royal Smithfield Show.

The pedigree calf classes will be judged by well-known Charolais, Welsh Black and commercial cattle breeder, John Owens, Shobdon, Leominster, Hereford, and the cattle presentation competition by expert stockman, Peter Bodily, 29 Manor Close, Stoke Hammond, Milton Keynes, Bucks.

Closing date for entries for all three competitions is April 10 and entry forms are available from the show organiser, Jane Smith, Longwood Farm, Trostrey, Usk, Monmouthshire. NP15 1LA. Tel: 01291 673939. E-mail: jane.smith@btclick.com
