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Dear Member 

Firstly a very Happy Easter 
to you all.  As I write this 
the weather is benign, 
cows are calving and we 
are desperately in need of 
rain! 

The 2012 season of sales 
is just about to start with 
the Spring Show and Sale 
Worcester on 21 April and 
then I am looking forward 
to our new Society Sale at 
Stirling on 7 May.  We 
have good entries for both 
sales.  Entry forms are also 
available for the Northern 
Sale at Beeston Castle on 
19 May.  More details are 
in the newsletter. 

It won�t be long before the 
shows start and this year 
the Society�s National 
Show is at the Three Coun-
ties Show which takes 
place at Malvern, Worcs on  

15-17 June.  Entries for stall 
bookings close on 10 April 
but you have until 8 May to 
declare the animals you are 
taking.  Contact details are in 
the newsletter.    

At the request of Ian and 
Lynne Kett the newsletter 
includes an article from them 
documenting their recent 
experiences with bTB.  I�m 
sure that unfortunately their 
story will resonate with many 
of you. 

The AGM this year is in the 
lovely county of Somerset 
and we have a couple of  
excellent herd visits to look 
forward to.  Put the date in 
your diaries! 

Keep those registrations 
coming in and I look forward 
to seeing you at either a 
show or sale during the year. 

                     �������

Contact details 
Post:  Debbie Dann, 3 Eastgate, Stoneleigh Park, Stoneleigh,  
 Warwickshire, CV8 2LG 
Tel/fax: 0845 017 1027 
Email: secretary@longhorncattlesociety.com  
Website: www.longhorncattlesociety.com 
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BEEF EXPO 2012 

 
 
Beef Expo 2012, organised by the National Beef Association with Lloyds 
TSB Agriculture as major sponsors, will be centred around the Three Coun-
ties Showground at Malvern, Worcestershire on Wednesday 23 and Thurs-
day 24 May. 
 
The first day will see two farm tours in the local area, followed by the UK Ge-
netics Showcase, before the annual Beef Expo Dinner.  The showcase is a 
new concept allowing visitors from around the UK and further afield to catch 
a preview of the stunning cattle brought together for the event.  There will be 
pedigree and commercial animals from the Breed Societies and top prime-
stock beasts entered for the National Spring Spectacular Show held the next 
day. 
 
The cattle judging will kick off first thing in the morning on Thursday 24 May 
with the main judging ring set among the massive range of trade stands and 
demonstrations from across the beef sector, all aimed at helping farmers 
maximise their enterprise profitability.  Visitors will be able to learn about the 
latest developments in genetics, nutrition, husbandry, machinery and market-
ing to help them run an efficient and profitable beef farming business. 
 
Other new features for this year include a Young Stock Stars competition, a 
more accessible Question Time and plans for a bigger Beef from the Dairy 
Herd exhibit and machinery demonstration area. Altogether, it is a �must at-
tend� event for every commercial and pedigree cattle breeder and producer 
in the UK, says Beef Expo chairman Paul Westaway, a farmer from Dymock, 
Gloucestershire. 
 
�If you are serious about cattle farming, you should mark May 23rd and 24th 
2012 in your diary now, because there will not be another beef related event 
at any other venue, anywhere in the UK or even Europe, that can beat it,� he 
says 
 

The Society will have a stand at this event so please come and see us! 

Bigger and better than ever, NBA Beef Expo 2012 is returning to  
Malvern for two days of exciting activity focusing on the theme, 

�Making a Difference to your Bottom Line�. 
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TB IN THE QUANTOCK HERD 

Last year, for the first time in 20 years of breeding Longhorns, two separate farmers 
had asked us to keep a bull calf entire for them to buy at weaning to rear on as stock 
bulls.  The two little bulls were duly weaned and at the end of January they were pre-
movement tested for TB.  Unfortunately one of them was a reactor.  He was removed 
and was positive on post-mortem (PM) examination. 
 
As the two young bulls had been housed separately from the rest of the herd we were 
able to have the rest of the herd check-tested immediately.  We were not hopeful 
about the outcome because we had heard in the interim that our immediate neighbour 
had nine reactors.  But we were not prepared for the enormity of the result �11 reac-
tors and one inconclusive reactor (IR).  The reactors included eight of our 12 cows 
and our bull, Carreg Gunner.  All the cows were due to calve between late February 
and early April.  The IR, one of our only two yearling heifers, was taken as a danger-
ous contact (DC) and she was the only one that did not have lesions of TB at PM.  
The bull and two of the cows were so infected that their carcases were condemned at 
the slaughterhouse.  As many more farmers will already have experienced, these 
cattle were in excellent condition and there was no visible evidence of disease in the 
live animals. 

We are not optimistic about the coming grazing season.  All the local cattle farmers 
have cases of TB, so our badgers, which have previously been healthy, are now 
clearly infected.  All our cattle are homebred except Gunner, who was purchased in 
May 2008, and Horton Tiffany, who was purchased as a one month old calf with her 
dam Horton Lavendar in May 1996.  We are on annual testing so we have not intro-
duced infected cattle.  Tiffany was born before the August 1996 BSE cut off date and 
so had to be euthanased on farm.  She was carrying her 13th calf. 

One ray of hope is that we have six bulling heifers that were away at keep two miles 
away last year and were clear.  They will be returned to that grazing and a new bull 
will be put with them and fingers will be crossed.  But our four remaining cows will 
have to take their chance with whatever protective fencing we can devise to mini-
mise their exposure to badger excretion. Three of them have calved in the last few 
days and the last one will do so within 2-3 weeks. 

 

 

Ian and Lynne Kett, 6 March 2012 
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FORTHCOMING SHOWS 
Newark & Notts Show    12/13 May 
The Showground, Winthorpe, Newark, Nottinghamshire NG24 2NY 
Tel: 01636 702627 
Email: show@newarkshowground.com 
Web:  www.newarkshowground.com 

Shropshire County Show    26 May 
The Agricultural Showground,  Berwick Road, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 2PF, 
Tel: 01743 289831 
Email:enquiries@shropshirecountyshow.com 
Web: www.shropshirecountyshow.com 

Royal Bath & West Show   30 May - 1 June 
The Showground, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 6QN 
Tel: 01749 823169 
Email: Alan.Lyons@bathandwest.co.uk 
Web:   www.bathandwest.com 

Northumberland County Show   4 June 
Hexham Auction Mart, Tynegreen, Hexham, Northumberland NE46 3SG, Tel: 
01434 604216 
Email: info@northcountyshow.co.uk  
Web:   www.northcoutyshow.co.uk 
Venue postcode NE45 5AY 

Staffordshire County Show    6/7 June 
County Showground, Weston Rd Stafford, ST18 0BD, Tel: 01785 258060 
Email: enquiries@staffscountyshowground.co.uk 
Web:  www.staffscountyshowground.co.uk 

Suffolk County Show    7/8 June 
Suffolk Agricultural Association, Trinity Park, Felixstowe Road, Ipswich, Suffolk 
IP3 8UH, Tel: 01473 707110 
Email: liz.payne@suffolkshow.co.uk 
Web:   www.suffolkshow.co.uk 

Rutland County Show    3 June 
The Show Secretary, Rutland Agricultural Society, Manor Farm, Moor Lane, Teigh, 
Oakham, Rutland, LE15 7GE 
Email: jo@rutlandshow.fsnet.co.uk 
Web:  rutlandcountyshow.co.uk 
Venue postcode LE15 7TE 
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FORTHCOMING SHOWS 
Three Counties Show    15-17 June 
The Showground, Malvern, Worcs, WR13 6NW, Tel: 01684 584900 
Email: livestock@threecounties.co.uk 
Web:   www.threecounties.co.uk 
HOSTING THE LONGHORN NATIONAL SHOW IN 2012 

Cheshire County Show    19/20 June 
Clay House Farm, Flittogate Lane, Tabley, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 0HJ,  
Tel: 01565 650200 
Email: info@cheshirecountyshow.org.uk 
Web: www.cheshirecountyshow.org.uk 

Lincolnshire Show    20/21 June 
Lincolnshire Showground, Grange-de-Lings, Lincoln, LN2 2NA, Tel: 01636 705796 
Email: Claire@newarkshowground.com 
Web:  www.lincolnshireshowground.co.uk 

Derbyshire County Show    24 June 
Ann Marie Green, 19a Inns Lane, South Wingfield, Alfreton, Derbyshire, DE55 
7LW, Tel: 01332 793068 
Email: annmariegreen@hotmail.com 
Web:  www.derbyshirecountyshow.org.uk 
Venue postcode DE72 3EP 

Royal Norfolk Show    27/28 June 
Norfolk Showground, Dereham Road, Costessy,Norwich NR5 0TT, Tel: 01603 
748931 
Email: mary@royalnorfolkshow.co.uk 
Web:   www.royalnorfolkshow.co.uk 

East of England Country Show    6-7 July 
East of England Showground, Peterborough, PE2 6XE, Tel: 01733 234451 
Email: kbuttriss@eastofengland.org.uk 
Web:   www.eastofengland.org.uk 

Ashby de la Zouch Show    10 July 
Jane Harding, Tithe Farm Livery Stables, Boundary Road, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, 
DE11 7BA, Tel: 01283 229225 
Email: info@ashbyshow.com 
Web:   www.ashbyshow.com 
Venue postcode DE12 7HA 
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NEW SHOWS 2012 

These shows are having Longhorn classes for the first time in 2012. 

Ryedale Show       31 July 
Ms P Harrison.  Tel: 01653 602142 
Email: info@ryedaleshow.org.uk 
Web: www.ryedaleshow.org.uk 
Venue: A170 Helmsley to Kirkbymoorside road 

 

Poynton Show       25 August 
The Show Office, 220 Park Lane, Poynton, Cheshire, SK12 1RQ 
Tel: 01625 872065 
Email: office@poyntonshow.co.uk 
Web: www.poyntonshow.co.uk 
Venue postcode SK12 1BS 

 

Ashbourne Show has reinstated Longhorn classes as it does not clash 
with the National Show & Sale at Stoneleigh 

Ashbourne Show     18 August 

Andrea Adams, The Cottage, Great Gate, Tean, Stoke on Trent, Staffs, 
ST10 4HF 
Tel: 01889 507497 
Email: enquiries@ashbourneshow.co.uk 
Web: www.ashbourneshow.co.uk 
Venue postcode DE6 1LW�

NEW JUDGES 

We would like to welcome two new judges onto the Longhorn judges panel 
 
Lynda Burditt, Top Farm, Shelton, Nottinghamshire, NG23-5JL.  
 
Mr Alistair Smith, 4 Bridge Street, Packington, Ashby de la Zouch, Leics, LE65 1WB.   
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SHOWING GUIDELINES 

Longhorn Cattle Society guidelines for showing classes 

These guidelines apply to shows with Longhorn classes. 

�� All bulls must be registered with the Longhorn Cattle Society in accor-
dance with the Society�s registration regulations and registration fees 
must have been paid by the date of the show. 

�� All females must be registered with the Longhorn Cattle Society and 
registration fees must have been paid by the date of the show.  Cows 
on the supplementary register (A,B or C) cannot be shown in Long-
horn classes. 

�� Heifers must have calved by 3yrs and 6 months at the date of the 
show.  

�� Cows must have had a calf in the previous 12 months 

�� Calves at foot must be notified or registered if older than 3 months. 

�� It is recommended that calves under 28 days should not be shown. 

�� Exhibits must have been owned by members prior to the date of entry 
to show. The Society must have been notified of the transfer and 
transfer fees paid by both parties. 

�� Hornless pedigree breeding stock may not be shown in Longhorn 
classes. 

�� Note the judge and check that none of your cattle have been bred or 
previously owned by him/her.  Judge�s interest can be very embar-
rassing for all and can be easily avoided. 

�� Exhibitors must be correctly turned out according to the show regula-
tions. 

�� The rules of the show entered must be noted and adhered to. 

�� The judge�s decision at all shows is final. 
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The catalogue for the Society�s Spring Show and Sale at Worcester on  
Saturday 21 April is now available.  If you have not received one and would 
like one please contact McCartneys on 01905 769770 or email  
worcester@mccartneys.co.uk or download one from the Society website. 

SHOWS & SALES NEWS 

SPRING SHOW & SALE 

SOCIETY SCOTTISH SALE 

The catalogue for the Society�s first sale in Scotland on Monday 7 May is 
now available.  Again, if you have not received on and would like one please 
contact United Auctions on 01786 473055, email info@uagroup.co.uk, 
download one from www.uagroup.co.uk or download one from the Society 
website. 

NORTHERN BREEDERS� SALE 

The schedule and entry forms for the Northern Breeders� sale at Beeston 
Castle on Saturday 19 May are now available on the Society�s website or 
from Wright Manley on 01829 262100.  Closing date for entries is Friday 27 
April. 

SOCIETY NATIONAL SHOW 

The Society�s National Show is taking place at the Three Counties Show on 
15-17 June 2012.  After such a successful inaugural event at Peterborough 
last year members are encouraged to enter their cattle to make this year�s 
event just as successful. 
 
Closing dates for entries are 10 April for stall reservations and 8 May for  
actual cattle entries.  Entries can be made online at www.threecounties.co.uk 
or call 01684 584900 for a schedule or email livestock@threecounties.co.uk.   
 
The Society will have a hospitality marquee adjacent to the judging rings and 
we will be having a buffet lunch reception after the judging which takes place 
on the morning of Friday, 15 June.  All members are welcome but it would 
help with the catering if you could let me know if you are coming. 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

From this year we will be taking advantage of the bull registration procedure 
to collect DNA samples from all bulls being registered.  A hair sampling bag 
will be sent to you for you to return with the registration form and photo-
graphs.  The DNA samples will help the Society build up a database of DNA 
profiles and also for gene profiling in the future when the database is suffi-
ciently large. 

BULL DNA TESTING 

BEEF CERTIFICATES 

Beef certificates are available for males and females that are not going to be 
used for breeding at a cost of £6.00 including VAT.  Their use is potentially 
two-fold; firstly they show prospective purchasers� especially butchers�that 
the animal is a pure-bred Longhorn and the certificate can be displayed to 
customers to show the provenance of the meat they are buying.  Secondly in 
some instances they have been used to prove a steer is purebred for the 
purposes of TB compensation. 

If you are thinking of buying a new bull or using one of the bulls available via 
AI and want to know the inbreeding co-efficient of the mating of that bull to 
each of your females then I can produce a report for you.   
This will show how inbred - or not - the offspring of the mating will be.  Give 
me a call or email me to find out more. 

KINSHIP REPORT 

EMAILED INVOICES AND RECEIPTS 

Some of you may have noticed that I have recently started emailing invoices, 
receipts and birth notifications to you.  I hope this will cut down on some of 
the postage costs which have gone up yet again and also provide you with a 
faster turnaround of paperwork.  If you are not sure I have your correct email 
address then email me and I�ll update the database accordingly. 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

Registrations 

The Year Letter for 2012 is  

M 

YEAR LETTER 

Paper reg up to 3 months £19.00 + £3.80 VAT = £22.80 
Online reg up to 3 months £16.50 + £3.30 VAT = £19.80 
Late reg 3-12m   £30.00 + £6.00 VAT = £36.00 
Late reg 12-24m  £50.00 + £10.00 VAT = £60.00 
Late reg 24 +m   £100.00 + £20.00 VAT = £120.00 
Transfer fees   £10.00 + £2.00 VAT =  £12.00 
Beef Certificate   £5.00 + £1.00 VAT = £6.00  

FEES 2012 

The 2011 herdbook containing all 2011 registrations, member 
contact details and the Society rules and regulations is being 
printed and will be with you during April.  Any females born in 
2011 will now be entered in the 2012 herdbook as late  
registrations. 

HERDBOOK 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

If you are under 18 please check the schedules of your local shows for their 
Junior stock handling classes.  The Society will be awarding points to any 
Junior members who take part in stock handling classes at shows, YFC com-
petitions etc.  Just send your results to the office to qualify.  Attending the 
Junior stock handling competition at the National Show and Sale at 
Stoneleigh will mean double points.  Prizes will be awarded at the AGM. 

JUNIOR STOCKHANDLING 

NEW MEMBERS 

We should like to welcome the following new members to the Society: 
Mr E Rowbottom, Melrose Farm, Melbourne, Yorkshire 
Miss B Parker & Mr I Woolliscroft, Holly Bank Farm, Rangemoor, Staffs 
Mr M Barden, 12 Tuffnells Way, Harpenden, Herts (A) 
Miss A Dixon, Hawthorn Hill, Mawbray, Maryport, Cumbria 
Mr D Jones, 2 The Stables, Hefferston Hall, Gorstage, Cheshire 
Dr D Buckeridge, Yaverland Manor Farm, Sandown, Isle of Wight 
Lord Plumb of Coleshill, Maxstoke, Warwickshire 
James Inman, 14 Carlos St, Godalming, Surrey 
Messrs BC & JW Evans, Penrhos, Trefeglwys, Caersws, Powys 
Benton Farming Partnership, Benton Farm, Bratton Fleming, Barnstaple, Devon 
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MEMBER NEWS 

The Diamond Jubilee Pageant is a major event marking The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in the presence of Her Majesty. The event takes 
place in the private grounds of Windsor Castle on the evenings of 
10th, 11th, 12th and 13th May 2012.   
 
Dancers, musicians, military and equestrian displays from around the 
world will come together for four nights in a performance to pay tribute 
to 60 spectacular years of Her Reign. 
 
Over 500 horses and 800 international performers will come together 
in this spectacular programme.  The show consists of seven acts 
drawing displays from different areas of the globe, including the 
Americas.  As part of the Americas section the Society was asked to 
provide Longhorn cattle (yes, we know the American Longhorn is not 
the same as the English Longhorn) and as a result Bernard Llewellyn 
and his family are going to be parading their Carreg Longhorns as 
part of the Pageant.  More information is available from the event 
website   http://www.diamond-jubilee-pageant.com/index.html 

DIAMOND JUBILEE PAGEANT 

CHARLOTTE COLEMAN 

Members will be delighted to know that Charlotte Coleman of the 
Chalkney Herd safely gave birth to twin boys, Max and Jacob, on 
Wednesday 8 February 2012. Our congratulations and best wishes go 
to the family 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2012 

The Longhorn Cattle Society AGM will be held on Saturday 
 3 November 2012 at the Oake Golf Club, nr Taunton, Somerset. 

The AGM weekend this year is based in Somerset.  We will be staying at the 
Northfield Hotel, Minehead, a quiet Hotel in a residential area with views  
either over the Hotel�s grounds or the sea.  Booking forms will be available 
soon. 

Our herd visit on Saturday is to David & Louisa Sheppy�s Three Bridges 
Cider Farm and Longhorn herd. The farm is a 350 acre family owned mixed 
farm. The main enterprises are arable (approx 200 acres on a wheat rotation 
with beans, barley and oats), 55 acres of cider apple orchards; fruit supplied 
to Sheppy�s Cider and the Three Bridges Longhorn herd.  The herd was 
started in 2002 and now comprises of approximately 30 cows. Since 2009 
we have run half the herd on a Longhorn bull and half the herd on a Charo-
lais bull.  Generally Longhorn bull calves are castrated and de-horned, and 
fattened for our own shop and the Longhorn beef trade. Heifers are kept 
back as herd replacements or sold as breeding females. The Charolais x  
calves will either be finished and sold at the local fatstock market or sold as 
store cattle.  A small flock (approx. 40 ewes) of Wiltshire Horns are also kept.  
Sheppy�s Cider is a growing family cider business, established in 1816. 
Sheppy�s Cider has adapted well with the growing demand for high quality, 
traditional bottled and draught ciders, and at the same time maintaining the 
popular cider attraction and visitor centre which includes a farm and cider 
shop, museum showing a film of the years cider process, tea rooms/
restaurant, orchard and farm walks, and pre-booked guided tours. 
 

Our herd visit on Sunday is to George, Jackie and Thea Woollatt�s  
Gupworthy herd.  Gupworthy Farm is a 450 acre farm situated on the  
Brendon Hills in the Exmoor National Park. 80 acres are arable plus 20 
acres of contract swedes are grown and the rest is in grass for silage or 
grazing.  We are a �new� herd and started with one cow in 2004. We began 
to like them more and more and now have over 60 Longhorn cows.  Steers 
are sold as stores and heifers are kept as replacement and to supply the 
family butchers shop in Hertfordshire.  There is also a commercial mixed 
suckler herd running with a Charolais bull. We also run a flock of Cheviot 
and Texel cross ewes with a few Wiltshire�s thrown in.  We are very pleased 
to welcome the Longhorn Cattle Society to Gupworthy and hope that you 
enjoy your visit  




